The experimental use of cocaine in human subjects.
Continuation of the practice of experimental administration of cocaine to cocaine-addicted volunteers has been recommended by some investigators. The author's view is that the risk of experimental use of cocaine outweighs its benefits and that this practice should not be pursued. The author describes the damaging effects of cocaine on the cardiovascular system, particularly its ability to induce myocardial band necrosis, and the unique reinforcing properties of the drug. The legal and ethical issues raised by the experimental use of cocaine are also discussed.